
Lantern Program
Protecting our young children from sexual violence

marie-vincent.org

Should a child tell me 
about sexual violence, 
would I know 
how to help?



The development, at all levels, 
of preschool-aged children 
varies from one child to the 
next. Repetition, using various 
methods, is important to reach as 
many children as possible based 
on their interests and abilities. 
That is why we developed a range 
of tools designed for children, 
parents and childcare workers.

Marie-Vincent Foundation dreams of building a world free 
of sexual violence toward children and adolescents. The 
Foundation supports child and adolescent victims of sexual 
violence as well as their families. That is why it created the 
Lantern program.

The Lantern Program is a sexual 
violence prevention program 
designed for preschool-aged 
children and the adults in their 
lives. The program was created 
based on the needs of parents, 
educators and childcare workers 
from various early childcare 
settings (early childhood centre, 
home childcare provider, drop-
in child care centre, community 
organizations, etc.).

The Lantern Program offers 
training and tools to help prevent 
sexual violence through sexuality 
education and by promoting 
egalitarian relationships. The 
program is tailored to preschool-
aged children’ developmental 
level.

What is the Lantern Program?

Will Zoey’s parents be OK with my using the 
correct words to name sexual body parts? How 
should I react when Mila pushes Charlie away 
when he wants to play with the cookware? I think 
Liam doesn’t quite get what intimacy means! 
Should I let Thomas wear a dress?



Target audience For ThemesTOOLS available online

TOOLS only available during trainings                          

Picture board book
You as me

Album 
Milo’s Boundaries

Album
Marvin Disappeared

Game
Marvin, What Should We Play?

Lantern Guide
What Should I Do, Marvin? 
When you’re worried about young children’s sexuality: 
analyzing, intervening and reporting.

Workshops for parents
Ready-to-use workshops

Discussion Handbook
Tell Me Everything, Marvin
Talking about sexuality with young children: 
educating to protect! 

Videos
Sex education for young children
Promoting egalitarian relationships
The sexuality education needs of young children 
The construction of inequalities between the sexes
Why prevent sexual violence against young children?

Parent-child sheets
Marvin, I’ll Take Over!
Each Lantern Program activity comes with 
a parent-child sheet designed to help parents revisit 
the content with their child.

Ages 0 to 3

Ages 2 to 5

Ages 3 to 5 
Childcare workers

Parents
Childcare workers

Parents
Childcare workers

Parents
Childcare workers

Parents

Parents
Childcare workers

• Egalitarian relationships

• Intimacy
• Personal space
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You as me 
May Sansregret 

Geneviève Beaupré

• Egalitarian relationships

• Sexuality education
• Egalitarian relationships
• Self-protection skills 

• Sexuality education
• Egalitarian relationships
• Sexuality education
• Promoting egalitarian relationships
• Sexual violence

• Sexuality education
• Promoting egalitarian relationships
• Preventing sexual violence
• Self-protection skills

• Indicators of sexual violence
• Self-protection skills

Childcare workers

• Healthy and problematic sexual behaviour
• Sexual violence
• Disclosure
• Reporting

Parents
• Sexuality education
• Promoting egalitarian relationships

Childcare workers

For Themes

Rhéa Dufresne Geneviève Després
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Milo’s Boundaries
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Rhéa Dufresne Geneviève Després

Marvin Disappeared

Click 
to read

Click 
to read

Click 
to read

Click to see

Click to see

Click to see

Click to see

Click to see

Click to read

Click to listen

Click to read

Click to listen

Ages 2 to 5

Target audience 

Ages 2 to 5

Ages 0 to 5

Childcare workers

Childcare workers

https://cdn.marie-vincent.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/04/Marvin-disappeared.pdf
https://cdn.marie-vincent.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/04/2_Cahier-Causerie_EN.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQ1OU6w8dKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38cqr65NuX8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8S7TgYqjHY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWLH3bDrc-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UNrYx-L5w8
https://cdn.marie-vincent.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/09/sommaire-ang.pdf
https://cdn.marie-vincent.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/04/2_Milo%E2%80%99s-boundaries_EN.pdf
https://youtu.be/jXvSkQWtOVg
https://cdn.marie-vincent.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/04/You-as-me.pdf
https://youtu.be/VQzU6QQ5_3Q


Training OFFER

For individuals 
working with children 
aged 0 to 5

6-hour training

Available weekdays, 
weeknights and on 
Saturdays

Goals

• Gain a better understanding of the issue of sexual 
violence in early childhood, the importance of prevention 
through sexuality education and the  promotion of 
egalitarian relationships with preschool-aged children; 

• Understand and integrate the tools of the Lantern 
Program as well as specificities relating to their use; 

• Engage in careful thought and consideration of 
one’s knowledge, practices, attitudes and beliefs 
with regard to sexuality education and promoting 
egalitarian relationships with preschool-aged children; 

• Identify daily opportunities to provide sexuality 
education to preschool-aged children and promote 
egalitarian relationships; 

• Leverage one’s teaching skills to better support the 
prevention of sexual violence with preschool-aged 
children as well as the people around them.

Lantern
module 1

Module 1 must 
be completed prior 
to registration

• Gain a better understanding of the development of 
gender inequality and its impacts in childcare settings, 
and break down sexual stereotypes; 

• Develop analytical and intervention skills to deal with 
both healthy and problematic sexual behaviour; 

• Develop skills and knowledge relevant to receiving 
a disclosure of sexual violence and reporting the 
situation to the Director of Youth Protection; 

• Identify practical means to implement and maintain 
improvements stemming from the Lantern Program in 
one’s environment; 

• Commit to the mobilization of adults in preschool-aged 
children’ lives, encouraging them to get actively 
involved so as to build a protective community

Lantern
module 2

Upcoming webinars

• Provide structural support for sexual violence 
prevention work with young children: intake form, 
intervention protocol in case of disclosure, etc. 

• Learn about the reporting process and support your 
team in undertaking the process.

Lantern
module 3

For directors and 
team managers

For individuals 
working with children 
aged 0 to 5

Available weekdays

6-hour training



marie-vincent.org

 514 285-0505

We would like to thank our partners:

* Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those  
of the Public Health Agency of Canada.

*
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